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Because there is potential for tornado formation in our area, we would like to make you aware of 
the warning signs and how to respond should a tornado become a threat.  Families and 
roommates should have a plan while at home when a tornado warning is issued.     

Tornado Watch / Warning  
A tornado WATCH is issued for very large areas when the conditions are right for a tornado to 
form. A WATCH may be issued when the sky is blue, but tornadoes may form inside the watch 
area later on. It is safe to continue normal activities, but stay close to a radio or TV and look out 
for changing weather.  

A WARNING is issued when a tornado is sighted or is indicated by Doppler radar. It is issued for 
specific counties and usually lasts less than an hour.  If a tornado WARNING is issued for your 
county, TAKE COVER IMMEDIATELY. You can hear the warning on the radio, and some areas 
have sirens to alert the community of imminent danger.  

Practice Before the Storm 
Pick a place where all family members or all apartment occupants could gather if a tornado is 
headed your way. It can be your center hallway, bathroom, or closet – whichever is closest to 
the center of the building.  Keep this place uncluttered, but maintain your emergency supplies in 
this location. 

If you find your county has been issued a tornado WARNING, take cover: 

Inside your apartment: Avoid windows. Go to the lowest floor if possible and get into a 
small center room (like a bathroom or closet), or in an interior hallway with no windows. 
Crouch as low as possible to the floor, facing down; and cover your head with your hands. A 
bathtub may offer a shell of partial protection. Even in an interior room, you should cover 
yourself with some sort of thick padding (mattress, blankets, coats, etc.), to protect against 
falling debris in case the roof and ceiling fail.  

In a vehicle: Vehicles are extremely dangerous in a tornado.  Park the car as quickly and 
safely as possible - out of the traffic lanes. Get out and seek shelter in a sturdy building. If in 
the open country, run to low ground away from any cars (which may roll over on you). Lie 
flat and face-down, protecting the back of your head with your arms. Avoid seeking shelter 
under bridges, which can create deadly traffic hazards while offering little protection against 
flying debris.  

After The Tornado 
Gather all occupants and verify everyone’s safety and attendance. Carefully render aid to those 
who are injured. Stay away from power lines and puddles with wires in them; they may still be 
carrying electricity! Watch your step to avoid broken glass, nails, and other sharp objects. Stay 
out of any heavily damaged buildings; they could collapse at any time. Do not use matches or 
lighters in case of leaking natural gas pipes or fuel tanks nearby. Remain calm and alert, and 
listen for information and instructions from emergency crews or local officials.  
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